
 

 

 

 

How to Calculate Your Home Water Usage 
Earth’s surface is two-thirds water, 71% to be exact, and of that around 2.5% is fresh water. 
With such limited fresh water supply, governments invest in desalination plants, recycled 
water, dams, underground water sources and like. Supplying fresh water on demand is a 
costly exercise, but a basic requirement for developing societies. 

In Australia, property owners pay to tap into the government’s “mains water” supply. It is 
quite easy to determine our water usage, because the amount of our water usage is normally 
included with council rates or water utility notice. If our water usage wasn’t tracked however 
by government, then would we be able to estimate our water usage? The aim of this article 
is as the title says, is help you calculate the amount of water required by your home. 

Clark Tanks provide an online water usage calculator that home owners like yourself can use 
to help estimate water usage, inside and outside water use. There are several areas in the 
home where water is regularly consumed. Water usage can be broken up according to routine 
household activities. 

Bathroom Water Usage 

When you wake up in the morning the first point of call is normally the toilet and bathroom. 
Bathroom habits and frequency varies per individual, so you will need to perform some 
estimates for your own use as well as the usage of others in your house.  Here are some 
domestic water usage estimates per use: 

• Shower 
o water saving shower head: 10 litres per minute 
o full water flow: 20 litres per minute 
o unsure? 15 litres per minute 

• Bath: 150 litres 

• Toilet: 
o full flush: 6 litres 
o half flush: 3 litres 

• Basin (washing hands, brushing teeth): 5 litres per minute 
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Kitchen Water Usage 

After relieving yourself, washing hands and/or showering, you likely make your way to the 
kitchen for breakfast. The kitchen is the other area where water is obviously consumed for 
use in cooking, drinking purposes and washing of hands and dishes. 

• Drinking, cleaning and cooking: 10 litre each day per person 

• Dish washing: 

o Inefficient machine: 30 litres per full load 
o Efficient machine: 15 litres per full load 
o Human hand washing: 10 litres per person 

Laundry Water Usage 

The other area where water is routine used is in the laundry. Clothes, even in the smallest 
families, build up quickly. Depending upon clothes habits, diapers (if you dislike disposables), 
how regularly bedsheets and towels are changes and the like, small families can have a load 
every one to two days and larger families one to two loads per day. 

• Washing Machine 

o Front loader: 80 litres per load 
o Top loader: 100 litres per load 

Outdoor Water Usage 

In the above we have just been describing indoor water usage, but what about outdoor 
usages when washing pets, your car, topping up your swimming pool, garden usage and the 
like? Here are some calculations you can use to estimate your outdoor water use. 

• Hosing (garden, surfaces): 15 litres per minute 

• Drip water system: 6 litres per hour 

• Car washing: 100-200 litres 

• Dog or pet: 50 litres per wash 

Total Household Water Usage 

Now we have some figures to work with, you just need to calculate your house hold usage. 
How many people are in your home, how many cars need washing, do you have a swimming 
pool, lush gardens, a lawn, hard surfaces that need washing down and the like. This will give 
you a reasonable calculation of your properties water usage requirements. 

After calculating out how much water is consumed in your home, obviously only so much 
rainwater falls from the sky and it falls at different rates. You can find out how much water 
falls in your area on the Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology website. 

http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/radar/


Recommended Tank Sizes 

Calculating can obviously get quickly complicated and is time consuming. So if you prefer to 
take a shortcut, then according to YourHome, a minimum tank capacity of 5,000 litres is to 
20,000 litres is recommended. That is, to supply water to a four-person household, that still 
has access to mains water and fairly even spread of rainfall. 

As a point of note, Clark Tanks’ most popular rainwater tanks are our traditional-look 
corrugated round 5,000 gallon (22,700 litre). This tank size obviously fulfills YourHome’s 
maximum recommendations. So provided you have room on your property, then this would 
be an ideal size tank for most residential properties. 

 

Web version (current):  
https://www.clarktanks.com.au/knowledge-base/how-to-calculate-your-home-water-usage/ 

Visit our knowledge base for more articles:  
https://www.clarktanks.com.au/knowledge-base 

  

Clark Tanks is committed to providing quality tanks and products designed to meet the 
needs of Australian home owners, farmers and industries. When you invest in a product to 
do an important job, you want to know your investment is a good one. Our friendly staff 

are happy to advise and provide a competitive solution that meets your needs. 

Phone: 1800 252 758   Website: www.clarktanks.com.au 
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You get more out of a Clark Tank
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P (02) 6334 2720
F (02) 6334 2750

Moama Service Centre
2 Dawson Street
Moama NSW 2731 (Echuca VIC)
P (03) 5480 0900
F (03) 5480 0600

Contact us today for a FREE quote 1800 252 758

www.clarktanks.com.au

Clark Tanks is the country’s premier brand of polymer rainwater tanks. Manufacturing since 1997, Clark Tanks
are designed and built to last in tough Australian conditions. As an Australian owned and operated company, Clark
Tanks is committed to providing quality products designed to meet the needs of rural and residential Australia.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The information in this document is general and provided solely on the basis that users will take responsibility for 
verifying the accuracy, currency and completeness of all relevant representations, statements and information. No user 
should act on the basis of any matter contained in this publication without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate 
professional advice upon his or her own particular circumstances. 

While Clark Tanks tries to ensure that the content and information is accurate, adequate or complete, it does not represent or 
warrant its accuracy, adequacy or completeness. Clark Tanks and any associates are not responsible for any loss suffered as a 
result of or in relation to the use of this information. To the extent permitted by law, Clark Tanks excludes any liability, 
including any liability for negligence, for any loss, including indirect or consequential damages arising from or in relation to 
the use of this information. 

 

This article by Clark Tanks is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 3.0 Australia license. 

You are free to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format under the following conditions: 

1. Attribution – You must give credit to Clark Tanks, provide a link to the Web version of this article or to 
https://www.clarktanks.com.au/, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any 
reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. 

2. No Derivative Works – If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the modified material. 
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