
How to Calculate Your Farm Water Needs 
If you run a farming business in 
rural Australia then obviously it 
is vital to have a renewable and 
affordable water supply. You 
may have access to water on 
your property, but if it isn’t 
enough or you need to truck in 
a lot, then your farming 
business may not be 
sustainable. 

Your first step is to audit how much 
water is required by your farm. This means identifying all the uses of water on your property 
including farming activities, processing, cleaning, fire-fighting and household needs (if you 
live on your property). 

Your water usage audit should record the estimated daily (litres/day) and/or annual use 
(megalitres/year) of water for the following kinds of activities: 

• For Livestock Farms

o livestock drinking

o animals washing

• For Horticultural Farms

o crop irrigating

o crop spraying

o produce washing

• General farm activities

o yard/shed cleaning

o equipment cleaning

o various other processing activities, such as cooling, sprays, etc.
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• For household/domestic use (if you live on your property) 

o Drinking water 

o Bathrooms 

o Toilets 

o Laundry 

o Lawns/gardens 

o Fire-fighting 

The sum of all these areas will give you an idea of your farm’s overall on-farm usage. 

Once you know your farm’s water use requirements, you can then look at your current water 
supply sources and water storage facilities. 

The Victorian Department of Environment and Primary Industries provide a very handy online 
Farm Water Calculator that can help you work out how much water you use on your farm. It 
can also help you evaluate your potential water water use supply sources and current water 
storage capacity. They also have a very detailed guide that Dairy Farm owners can use 
to calculate their dairy shed water use. 

Clark Tanks works closely with many farmers to supply reliable water storage with dedicated 
water tank fittings appropriate to your farm’s water source and usage. If you have a good 
idea of the volume of water you want to store, then we can help you work out the most 
economical quantity and configuration of tanks to meet that volumetric requirement. 

 

If you have found this article helpful, contact Clark Tanks to discuss your needs. 
Phone: 1800 252 758   Website: www.clarktanks.com.au  
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Clark Tanks is the country’s premier brand of polymer rainwater tanks. Manufacturing since 1997, Clark Tanks
are designed and built to last in tough Australian conditions. As an Australian owned and operated company,
Clark Tanks is committed to providing quality products designed to meet the needs of rural and residential
Australia.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The information in this document is general and provided solely on the basis that users will take responsibility for 
verifying the accuracy, currency and completeness of all relevant representations, statements and information. No user 
should act on the basis of any matter contained in this publication without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate 
professional advice upon his or her own particular circumstances. 

While Clark Tanks tries to ensure that the content and information is accurate, adequate or complete, it does not represent or 
warrant its accuracy, adequacy or completeness. Clark Tanks and any associates are not responsible for any loss suffered as a 
result of or in relation to the use of this information. To the extent permitted by law, Clark Tanks excludes any liability, 
including any liability for negligence, for any loss, including indirect or consequential damages arising from or in relation to 
the use of this information  

 

This article by Clark Tanks is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 3.0 Australia license. 

You are free to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format under the following conditions: 

1. Attribution – You must give credit to Clark Tanks, provide a link to the Web version of this article or to 
http://www.clarktanks.com.au/, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any 
reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. 
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