
How to Calculate the Right Size Water Tank for Your 
Home or Shed 
If you’re building new infrastructure on your land, whether it’s a shed, warehouse, barn or 
other facility, it’s vital you determine the best water supply and storage system solution for 
your new building. 

How much water will I need? 

Your first step is to determine how much water your new building will need. For a guide to 
calculate your water usage, refer to our previous article How to Calculate Your Farm Water 
Needs or try our Water Usage Calculator. 

While each circumstance is unique, another general rule is to plan for a minimum of four 
weeks supply. For example, if you need to use 5,000L per week, you should consider 
purchasing a 20,000L tank. 

How much water can I harvest from my roof? 

As a general rule of thumb, each square metre of roof space collects around 1 litre of water 
for every 1 millimetre of rainfall received. Using the calculation of (x) square metres of roof 
space available for connection to your tank multiplied by the amount of rainfall will help 
guide your decision. 

As an example, a 200 square metre roof might have 50% of that area available for 
connection to a rainwater tank. Using the above calculation, the roof in this example would 
be capable of collecting 1000L based on 10mm of rain (100 square metres of connected roof 
space x 10mm of rainfall = 1000L). 

Should I use one large tank or multiple smaller tanks to capture my rainwater? 

Another consideration to take into account is whether you should use one large tank or 
multiple smaller tanks to capture and store rainwater. 

For example, if your shed or facility has a pitched roof, you could put one large tank at one 
end of the building to capture all water, or you could place smaller, half-sized tanks at each 
end of the building. 

While using only one large tank can save space, it may also leave your water supply 
vulnerable if something goes wrong. Having two smaller tanks means you will collect the 
same amount of water while always having one in operation if the other happens to fail. 
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Clark Tanks is the country’s premier brand of polymer rainwater tanks. Manufacturing since 1997, Clark Tanks
are designed and built to last in tough Australian conditions. As an Australian owned and operated company,
Clark Tanks is committed to providing quality products designed to meet the needs of rural and residential
Australia.

Once again, each facility and property is unique, so it is recommended you speak to a water 
tank expert to determine your needs. For more information or to discuss your specific needs, 
contact our friendly tank experts today via our website or call us on 1800 252 758.  

 

Web version (current):  
clarktanks.com.au/knowledge-base/how-to-calculate-the-right-size-water-tank-for-your-home-or-shed/   

If you found this helpful, visit our knowledge base for more articles:  
www.clarktanks.com.au/knowledge-base 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The information in this document is general and provided solely on the basis that users will take responsibility for 
verifying the accuracy, currency and completeness of all relevant representations, statements and information. No user 
should act on the basis of any matter contained in this publication without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate 
professional advice upon his or her own particular circumstances. 

While Clark Tanks tries to ensure that the content and information is accurate, adequate or complete, it does not represent or 
warrant its accuracy, adequacy or completeness. Clark Tanks and any associates are not responsible for any loss suffered as a 
result of or in relation to the use of this information. To the extent permitted by law, Clark Tanks excludes any liability, 
including any liability for negligence, for any loss, including indirect or consequential damages arising from or in relation to 
the use of this information. 

 

‘How to Calculate the Right Size Water Tank for Your Home or Shed’ by Clark Tanks is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 3.0 Australia license. 

You are free to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format under the following conditions: 

1. Attribution – You must give credit to Clark Tanks, provide a link to the Web version of this article or to 
http://www.clarktanks.com.au/, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any 
reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. 

2. No Derivative Works – If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the modified material. 
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