
 

 

 

 

 

Planning Your Farm Water Storage: An Overview 
Identifying water storage facilities 
that you will need is important 
when carefully planning the water 
resources required by your rural 
property or farm. It requires a good 
understanding of your water 
sources and their proximity to where 
you need the water. 

Careful planning will ensure your 
water is efficiently stored and easily 
accessible at the right locations on 
your property all year round. 

Different Water Sources 

How you store your water depends upon your sources. These can be broadly categorised into 
four groups: 

1. Rain sources – includes clean rainwater collected from rooftops and other surfaces into 
a rainwater tank, as well as excess water and run-off from paths, roads and other 
surfaces into a stormwater tank. 

2. Surface water sources – water that pools on the surface of the earth, such as dams, 
lakes, rivers and creeks. 

3. Groundwater sources – underground water aquifers accessed by boring a hole down to 
the water table and then pumping it out as needed for irrigation and/or storing in bore 
water tanks. 

4. External water sources – water that is piped in from a mains water supply or an agreed 
remote water source, or water trucked in transport tanks to be stored on your property. 

Types of Water Storage 

When it comes to storing water on your property there are three main options: 

1. Water storage containers including rainwater tanks, stormwater tanks, bore water 
tanks, stock water tanks and troughs. 
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2. Private dams that have naturally formed or are purpose-built on your land to capture 
and store rain and surface water sources. 

3. Waterways such as creeks on the property that can be pumped from and stored in 
water storage tanks. 

Best Quality Water and Storage 

Your source of your water supply and its storage can mean additional maintenance and/or 
testing before it is fit for household use, stock consumption or irrigation purposes. 

The purest and safest source of water besides a mains water supply is water captured as it 
falls from the sky – rainwater. Unlike other water sources, the water quality of rainwater: 

• is not polluted from running across ground surfaces (like stormwater) 

• has no salinity issues, contamination concerns from animals and pesticides or 
evaporation issues (like surface water sources) 

• has no need for microbiological and chemical testing to ensure it is fit for use (like bore 
water). 

Given the high quality and versatility of rainwater it arguably the best water source for 
farming. This makes stock water tanks that are dedicated to collecting rainwater a valuable 
addition. Add into the equation stormwater tanks and you can also harvest lesser quality 
water runoff that can be treated and used for different purposes. 

 

 

If you have found this article helpful, contact Clark Tanks to discuss your needs. 
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Clark Tanks is the country’s premier brand of polymer rainwater tanks. Manufacturing since 1997, Clark Tanks
are designed and built to last in tough Australian conditions. As an Australian owned and operated company,
Clark Tanks is committed to providing quality products designed to meet the needs of rural and residential
Australia.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The information in this document is general and provided solely on the basis that users will take responsibility for 
verifying the accuracy, currency and completeness of all relevant representations, statements and information. No user 
should act on the basis of any matter contained in this publication without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate 
professional advice upon his or her own particular circumstances. 

While Clark Tanks tries to ensure that the content and information is accurate, adequate or complete, it does not represent or 
warrant its accuracy, adequacy or completeness. Clark Tanks and any associates are not responsible for any loss suffered as a 
result of or in relation to the use of this information. To the extent permitted by law, Clark Tanks excludes any liability, 
including any liability for negligence, for any loss, including indirect or consequential damages arising from or in relation to 
the use of this information. 

 

This article by Clark Tanks is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 3.0 Australia license. 

You are free to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format under the following conditions: 

1. Attribution – You must give credit to Clark Tanks, provide a link to the Web version of this article or to 
http://www.clarktanks.com.au/, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any 
reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. 

2. No Derivative Works – If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the modified material. 
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