
 

 

 

 

How Much Rainwater Can Your Roof Capture? 
Rainwater harvested from the roofs provides a high-quality source of water to be used 
throughout your property for washing, toilet flushing and even safely consumed with proper 
precautions. When purchasing water tanks for storing rainwater, knowing how much water 
you can harvest may influence the quantity and size of water tanks you purchase. 

This article is one in a two-part series to help you know how much rainwater you can harvest. 
In a previous article, we looked at how to find out the rainfall in your area. This article will 
help you to understand your capture area and how much rainwater it can yield. 

Calculating the Surface Area of Your Roof 
Rainwater is harvested from rooftops. Stormwater is rain that hits and runs over ground 
surfaces whether pathways, driveways, decks and the like. As such, you will need to calculate 
the surface area of rooftops that will be used as rainwater capture areas. This includes your 
rooftop as well as its gutters. 

To do this, you can either get a tape measure for absolute precision. Or, if you don’t have one 
handy you can estimate by stepping along the outside of your house, shed or other building 
structure. 

The average step of a person walking casually is around 0.76 metres long. So, if it takes you 
15 steps to walk the side of your house, that is 11.4 metres (0.76m x 15). Assuming your 
house is rectangular, once you know the length and width, you simply multiply both 
together. So 15 steps (11.4m) by 22 steps (16.72m) provides a rainfall capture area of 
190.6m2 (11.4m x 16.72m). 

It is important to note that 1mm of rain falling on 1m2 of wet roof area will yield 1 litre of 
water. So then, if 100mm of rain falls in a summer week (as happens throughout coastal 
areas of Australia), then a roof size of 190.6m2 will yield 19,060 litres of rainwater (100mm x 
190.6m2). 

Warning of Roof Capture Areas 
Take care to not harvest water from rooftops with lead flashing or treated timbre. Flashings 
are strips of metal used to stop water penetrating the junction of a roof with another surface. 
Some older homes may contain lead flashings and it is important to either replace or avoid 
them entirely. Lead is toxic and while many homes in Australia no longer have them, always 
take a safety-first approach to make sure. 

 

Call Us1800 252 758

Better design. Better build. Better value.

Infosheet

https://www.clarktanks.com.au/knowledge-base/how-to-know-how-much-rain-falls-in-your-area/
http://www.clarktanks.com.au/


Disclaimer: The information in this document is general and provided solely on the basis that users will take responsibility for 
verifying the accuracy, currency and completeness of all relevant representations, statements and information. No user 
should act on the basis of any matter contained in this publication without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate 
professional advice upon his or her own particular circumstances. 

While Clark Tanks tries to ensure that the content and information is accurate, adequate or complete, it does not represent or 
warrant its accuracy, adequacy or completeness. Clark Tanks and any associates are not responsible for any loss suffered as a 
result of or in relation to the use of this information. To the extent permitted by law, Clark Tanks excludes any liability, 
including any liability for negligence, for any loss, including indirect or consequential damages arising from or in relation to 
the use of this information. 

You get more out of a Clark Tank

Dalby Service Centre
18304 Warrego Hwy
Dalby QLD 4405
P (07) 4660 6800
F (07) 4669 8041

Bathurst Service Centre
1 Cardiff Place
Bathurst NSW 2795
P (02) 6334 2720
F (02) 6334 2750

Moama Service Centre
2 Dawson Street
Moama NSW 2731 (Echuca VIC)
P (03) 5480 0900
F (03) 5480 0600

Contact us today for a FREE quote 1800 252 758

www.clarktanks.com.au

Clark Tanks is the country’s premier brand of polymer rainwater tanks. Manufacturing since 1997, Clark Tanks
are designed and built to last in tough Australian conditions. As an Australian owned and operated company, Clark
Tanks is committed to providing quality products designed to meet the needs of rural and residential Australia.

 

This article by Clark Tanks is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 3.0 Australia license. 

You are free to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format under the following conditions: 

1. Attribution – You must give credit to Clark Tanks, provide a link to the Web version of this article or to 
https://www.clarktanks.com.au/, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any 
reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. 

2. No Derivative Works – If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the modified material. 

 

 

Web version (current):  
https://www.clarktanks.com.au/knowledge-base/how-much-rainwater-can-your-roof-capture/  

Visit our knowledge base for more articles:  
https://www.clarktanks.com.au/knowledge-base 

 

 

 

 

Clark Tanks is committed to providing quality tanks and products designed to meet the 
needs of Australian home owners, farmers and industries. When you invest in a product to 
do an important job, you want to know your investment is a good one. Our friendly staff 

are happy to advise and provide a competitive solution that meets your needs. 
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