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Australia’s Extreme Weather Threatens Mains Water
Supply

Many take for granted the main water supplied to their property. According to an
international investigation and report, Australian water utilities need to adapt to extreme

weather event to protect vulnerable water supplies and ensure clean drinking water into the
future.

The report found that extreme weather events like we are experiencing more of, from
droughts to bushfires and followed up by cyclones, heavy downpours and flooding, all take
their toll upon the quality of surface water. Real examples cited by Dr Stuart Khan from the
UNSW School of Civil and Environmental Engineering include:

. Sydney’s Warragamba Dam in August 2007 received very heavy rainfall which cooled

the water and stirred up nutrients, triggering an algae outbreak. This adversely affected
the quality of the water in the dam.

« Melbourne’s in 2009 were lucky to avoid a water supply catastrophe after the large
bushfire. Barely escaping the fire, the water supplies would have been in serious
danger if a large downpour followed. The rain would have brought phosphorous and
ash from the burnt vegetation, including pathogens and other toxic substances.

. Brisbane’s Wivenhoe Dam in 2013 overflowed in the Brisbane River and threatened a
repetition of the floods from 2011. The city almost ran out of drinking water as the
treatment plants were unable to cope with the muddy water stirred up. Thankfully, the
city was able to tap into the Gold Coast’s desalination plant at the time.

What if Mains Water Failed?

The impact of extreme weather upon water utilities and the supply of mains water, leads us
to consider the question: What would we do if mains water supply failea?

While extreme weather conditions may threaten Australia’s water system, there are also
other possible threats. With terrorism an increasing concern, and tensions across the world
between countries that could lead to war, not to be alarmist, but what if scenarios of the
destruction of dams and crucial mains water infrastructure become more real.

Many often consider rainwater tanks in combination with a mains water supply as a backup.
It also works the other way, if something ever happens to your mains water supply, either
through extreme weather conditions, an act of terror or during war, then your water storage
tanks actually end up becoming your backup water supply.


http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/australian-water-supplies-at-risk-from-extreme-weather-study-finds-20140121-316qw.html
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/australian-water-supplies-at-risk-from-extreme-weather-study-finds-20140121-316qw.html
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Protect Against Mains Water Disruption

If you are interested in safeguarding your household against a worst-case scenario affecting
local water utilities, then it makes good sense to install water tanks. In the process, you’ll be
helping the environment and also stand to make some savings over time. Clark Tanks are a
known and trusted manufacturer of poly tanks and we would be happy to provide you with a
great deal.

Web version (current):
https://www.clarktanks.com.au/knowledge-base/
australias-extreme-weather-threatens-mains-water-supply /

Visit our knowledge base for more articles:
https://www.clarktanks.com.au /knowledge-base

Clark Tanks Is committed to providing quality tanks and products designed to meet the
needs of Australian home owners, farmers and inaustries. When you invest in a product to
do an important job, you want to know your investment Is a good one. Our friendly staff
are happy to aavise and provide a competitive solution that meets your needs.

Phone: 1800 252 758 Website: www.clarktanks.com.au
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Disclaimer: The information in this document is general and provided solely on the basis that users will take responsibility for
verifying the accuracy, currency and completeness of all relevant representations, statements and information. No user
should act on the basis of any matter contained in this publication without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate
professional aavice upon his or her own particular circumstances.

While Clark Tanks tries to ensure that the content and information is accurate, adequate or complete, it does not represent or
warrant its accuracy, adequacy or completeness. Clark Tanks and any associates are not responsible for any loss suffered as a
result of or in relation to the use of this information. 7o the extent permitted by law, Clark Tanks excludes any liability,

Including any liability for negligence, for any loss, including indirect or consequential damages arising from or in relation to
the use of this information.

This article by Clark Tanks is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 3.0 Australia license.

You are free to copy and redistribute the material in any medijum or format under the following condjtions:

1. Attribution - You must give credit to Clark Tanks, provide a link to the Web version of this article or to
https.//www.clarktanks.com.au/, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any
reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

2. No Derivative Works - If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the modified material.

CLARK You gel more out of 8 Clark Tank

Clark Tanks is the country’s premier brand of polymer rainwater tanks. Manufacturing since 1997, Clark Tanks

- are designed and built to last in tough Australian conditions. As an Australian owned and operated company, Clark
TAN I(S Tanks is committed to providing quality products designed to meet the needs of rural and residential Australia.

FAR BETTER BY DESIGN

Contact us today for a FREE quote 1800 252 758
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